
Tip of the Month  - January 2015  

At the January Stewards meeting, Don Hyche of Glenville-Bratenahl brought something to my 

attention regarding the GPS in the cell phones that management now has us carry. Incidentally, 

this also will apply to the new scanners when they are deployed because they also have GPS in 

them. 

Years ago, many carriers jokingly suggested that management should put a chip in our butts so 

they could track us. Management listened, and while the chip is not in your butt, it is on you at 

all times during the day. Somehow, through management dis-information efforts, many carriers 

have the mistaken idea that the phone is only tracked every 10-15 minutes and in between those 

times, management is blind as to your whereabouts. WRONG. If any of you have navigation in 

your car or on a smartphone, you know that your location is constantly being updated. Your 

speed on the highway can be displayed just from the GPS information. The postal GPS chip in 

the phone is no different. Management can tell where you are every minute you have the phone 

with you. 

They know where and when you park and how long you take to load your bag. They know how 

fast you do each loop. They know how long it takes you to drive to your next park point. They 

also know where you go for your comfort stop, and how long you sit on the "throne". They also 

know if you deviate from your route to go over to the Popeye’s two zones away for lunch. If it 

seems intrusive, it is. That is the bad news. So what is the good news, you ask? 

The good news is this. Since you know you are being tracked every moment of the day, you can 

make sure that you don't go anywhere you shouldn't be or do anything other than professionally, 

diligently, and safely deliver your route. You can make sure you don't run through your route 2 

hours early and sit in your truck behind the Home Depot 'til time to go back to the station. You 

can make sure that you are working all day long. Remember there is NO STANDARD FOR 

STREET TIME. This job is a marathon that, if you are fortunate, will last 30 years or longer. It 

is not, nor should it be, a sprint despite what management tries to drum into your head each day. 

We are professional city letter carriers, and we should act that way every day. Our first 

postmaster-general Ben Franklin once said "Haste makes waste." Haste also causes accidents and 

misdeliveries. So take your time, do your route every day like you are being inspected, because 

you are. 

GPS is here to stay. It can be either your best friend, or your worst enemy. 

Which it is, is up to you. 

 


